Comparative evaluation of the effect of balloon dilatation by exercise precordial mapping and exercise 201-thallium scintigraphy.
Precordial exercise electrocardiographic mapping and exercise 201-thallium scintigraphy were simultaneously used on sixteen patients before, shortly after and three months after percutaneous transluminal coronary angioplasty (PTCA) to evaluate the immediate and late results of the intervention. In spite of the limited number of observations, positive exercise precordial mapping and or a reversible 201-thallium perfusion defect after PTCA seem to be indicative of failure of balloon dilatation or of development of restenosis in a given coronary artery. "Reverse minimum", that is the minimum in the resting precordial map which disappears on exercise, may be a sign of segmental coronary artery occlusion and well functioning collateral supply.